WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US


FEAR OF THE LORD

 “Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”

In part two we saw, by the grace of God, that he requires us to have a humble spirit so that he may teach us.  And now, in Pro.22:4, we see that humbleness of spirit is connected with the "fear of the Lord". Ps.25:12 tells us that this heart attitude is essential to us, if God is to be willing to teach us his ways.

There is no heart attitude more precious to him than the fear of the Lord.  It brings so much blessing to us.  It disciplines us in our day-to-day living and keeps us on the right path.  The lack of it brings disaster, among other things.  But in it we find that this very beautiful heart attitude not only brings great blessings to us, but also gives pleasure and joy to the heart of God.

We often talk of serving our God, and of our hope of doing things for Him. Well then, we must learn to fear him in our hearts, and so give Him great delight.  It seems a surprise to many people to find that Jesus actually gave us an example to follow in this (Heb.5:7, lPet.2:21), and in the fact that he also took delight in it.

There is, of course, a very much more in the Word of God on this most beautiful and precious heart attitude; beautiful and precious in the sight of our Father. (Malachi 3:16-17)  So I encourage you to be noble and to search the scriptures yourself, to see if what I'm saying is true. (Acts 17:11)
This Fear of the Lord is something that today has fallen from a position of popular acceptance among Christians; probably due to the fact that the church as a whole, in the past, has used scare tactics to keep its members in line. Threats of hell-fire and an angry God were all part of that type of thinking.  

Add to that the more recent trend to concentrate on God's love, and to move sin and the need for repentance into the background, and the stage was set for the phasing out of the Fear of the Lord.  This has led to all kinds of abuse, as is clearly shown in the scriptures. (Rom.3:10-18)

For much more on this see Bible Studies:  Fear of the Lord.
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